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This is the most compre-
hensive book on the 

Kamikazes that I have seen. 
Typical of Mushroom publi-
cations, it is well done with 
over 200 photographs, many 
new and rarely seen, 24 illus-
trations (mostly three views) 
and 59 color profiles. There 
is also a bibliography that 
runs a full page. This book 
is a true labor of love. It was 
several years in the making, 
and shows it.  In addition to 
detailed descriptions of the 
Kamikaze aircraft, the book 
describes the philosophy and 
operational demands that led 
to the use of suicide attacks 
by Japan late in World War II.

The Kamikaze program was 
not a very last minute affair 
but rather a well thought out 
effort by the military estab-
lishment and industry and 
embodied the use of exist-
ing aircraft and many spe-
cial purpose aircraft, most 
of which would have been 
available by the time of the 
planned invasion of the home 
islands. Design work started 

on the modification of exist-
ing aircraft in mid 1944 while 
conceptual design work on 
dedicated types (such as the 
MXY-7 Ohka) was begun 
sometime in 1943. The book 
takes you through the con-
ceptual phase’s right through 
to the operational deploy-
ment. A fascinating journey.

The book then studies the 
key figures, training, opera-
tional organization and units 
involved. Descriptions of the 
major battles in which they 
were used and the results 
are discussed in some detail.  

There are then anywhere 
from a few pages to many 
pages on the specific aircraft 
produced and used by the 
Japanese Army and Navy. 
There are forty pages devot-
ed to Japanese guided mis-
siles with three views and 
photos.

There is a lot of mate-
rial here and it is the kind 
of book you will be going 
back to often. The text is 
well written and enjoyable 
to read. For what you get it 
is a bargain. Highly recom-
mended. 

Japanese Special Attack Aircraft  
& Flying Bombs 
by R. Ishiguro & T. Januszewsk
Published by Mushroom Model Publications  
264 pages, sb, 24.99 £. 

By Steve Muth

Book Review
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL  
HOBBY SHOP
The following Hobby Shops have supported us 
and are supporting us by paying for ad space 
here and on our web. Some have also donated 
raffle prizes for our meetings and our annual 
RepLIcon. We owe it to them to patronize 
their store even if we could buy the item for a 
slightly lower price mail order or on the web. 

And don’t forget to mention that you are a 
member of the LISMS and appreciate his or her 
support. Everybody likes a thank you.
Depending upon the size of your purchase, 
these shops have agreed to provide a possible 
10% or more discount if you have our member-
ship card.

Alsand’s Toy Soldiers Plus  

www.alsandmdseco.com
Alan & Sandy, 84 Long Island Ave. Dear Park, 
NY 11729, (631)254-2650, Collectibles, Action 
Figures, Miniature Toy Soldiers, Models, etc.

Baseline Model Inc.
Don, 250 Little East Neck Rd., West Babylon, NY 
11704, (631)376-0060, Military Model Specialist, 
old and new kits bought and sold. Retail and 
Mail Orders. Closed Mondays.

Get It On Paper 
Gary Weickert, 185 Maple St., Islip, NY 11751, 
(631)581-3897, open every Saturday noon to 5 
PM. – Vintage Toys & Model Kits, Automobilia & 
auto Literature. Model kits wanted.

Gold Coast Hobby  

www.GoldCoastHobby.com
Charles Gonder, 8 railroad Ave, Glen Head, 
NY 11545, (516)759-9094, Planes, Boats, Cars 
& Armor. A full line hobby shop dedicated to 
customer service.

Men-At-Arms Hobbies
James Katona, 134 Middle Country Rd. (Rt. 25), 
Middle Island, NY (631)924-0583– Excellent se-
lection of lead miniatures-Historical and Fantasy. 
Plastic Models,War games & Modeling supplies. 
Books and Magazines.

Hurricane Hobbies
Terry and Russel, 2425 Middle Country Rd., 
Centereach, NY 11720, (631)737-3157 – For All 
Your Hobby Needs.

The Marx-Man
John Stengel, (718)418-9439 – We carry an array 
of toy soldiers in plastic and metal, from HO to 54 
mm/60 mm. Die cast vehicles and Dragon action 
figures.

Trainville Hobby Depot
We’re not just trains!, 3703 Hempstead Tpke., 
Levittown, NY 11758, (516)433-4444. We have 
trains, planes, cars, trucks and a whole lot more!

Show Calendar Listing for 2009 
See Bob DeMaio for details

Date 	 Event & Location 	 Website 	 Day

Aug. 19-22, 2009 	IPMS Nationals	 www.ipmsusa2009.org   	 Wed-Sat 
	 Columbus, Ohio	  

Aug. 22, 2009 	 NNL Model Car Show 	 www.carolinakustommodelers.com	 Sat
	 Clemmons, NC 27012 

Sept. 20, 2009	� Rocon  	 www.ipmsrochester.org	 Sun
	 Radisson Inn Rochester, NY 14623

Sept.26, 2009�I	 PMS Erie Scale Modelers	 Rcarlson84@roadrunner.com	 Sat
	 McKean, PA
	
Sept. 26, 2009 	 AMPS East 2009	 www.ampseast.org 	 Sat
	 18 Old Ridgebury Road, Danbury, CT

Oct. 4 , 2009 	 IPMS Stratford	 www.ipmsstratford.org 	 Sat
	 Knights of Columbus Hall
	 Bridgeport Ave., Milford, CT

Oct. 16-17, 2009 	 Jerseycon (Region II Convention)	 www.njipms.org	 Fri-Sat 
	 Runnemeade, NJ

 Oct 18, 2009	� SyrCon 22	 www.ipmssyracuse.org	 Sun
	 Syracuse, NY 13204

Oct. 18, 2009	� GraniteCon	 home.comcast.net/~vf17 	 Sun
	 Nashua, New Hampshire

Oct. 24, 2009  	 HVHMG	 www.hvhmg.com	 Sat 
	 Poughkeepsie, NY 

Nov. 16, 2009  	 LIHMCS	 www.longislandmodelsoldiers.com   Sat 
 	 Freeport, NY 

Oct. 24, 2009 	� HVHMG (Hudson Valley)	 www.hvhmg.com 	 Sat
	 Poughkeepsie, NY

April 30, May 1	 2010� Noreastcon 2010	 www.lisms.org	 Fri-Sat
	 American Airpower Museum
	 Farmingdale, NY

www.alsandmdseco.com
www.GoldCoastHobby.com
www.ipmsusa2009.org
www.carolinakustommodelers.com
www.ipmsrochester.org
Rcarlson84@roadrunner.com
www.ampseast.org
www.ipmsstratford.org
www.njipms.org
www.ipmssyracuse.org
home.comcast.net/~vf17
www.hvhmg.com
www.longislandmodelsoldiers.com
www.hvhmg.com
www.lisms.org


8 July 2009

The thrilling race action of 
the 2000 German Touring 

Car Masters (DTM) captivat-
ed motor sports fans across 
Europe. In this first year of 
the new DTM, a total of nine-
teen machines were entered: 
eight cars from four Mer-
cedes-Benz teams, eight cars 
from four Opel Astra teams, 
and three Audi TT-R's. Al-
though the outward appear-
ance of the cars remained 
faithful to their production 
counterparts, the "guts" 
were purely for racing. The 
tires, 6-speed sequential 
transmission, differential 
gearing, brakes, and rear 
wing were made compat-
ible to keep costs down and 
reduce the performance gap 
between cars, thus paving 
the way for highly competi-
tive racing. One of the most 
promising machines to be 
entered in the DTM was the 
HWA tuned Mercedes Benz 
CLK, which underwent vig-
orous testing and was soon 
regarded as a favorite for vic-
tory. This car was equipped 
with reliable rear wheel drive 
and powered by a 450hp 
outputting 4000cc V8 engine. 

Warsteiner's car featured 
the logo of Warsteiner, the 
famous German beer maker, 
over a sleek black body. Vet-
eran driver Klaus Ludwig and 
rookie Marcel Fassler were 
chosen to take the wheel 
of this finely tuned car. The 
Warsteiner AMG Mercedes 
team achieved an impressive 
third place finish in the Man-
ufacturers' Rankings.

About the Model
This kit was released back 

in 2001 and is still excel-
lent by today’s standards 
some eight years later. The 
body detail is exquisite and 
molded in black. Each plastic 
tree has it’s own individual 
plastic wrapping which is 
always a very good sign of 
a quality kit. I like the color 
black on any Mercedes and 
also like beer, so that was 

easy selecting this version 
to build. A few beers were 
consumed during the build-
ing of this kit.  Unfortunately, 
Tamiya has just discontin-
ued this version, but the two 
sister cars are still available 
and are on sale for $27.00 
through the Tamiya website. 

In my opinion the front and 
rear bumpers, front wheel 
well intern-fenders, side 
fender panels and brake 
vents all need to be installed 
before painting as part of 
step 11 of the instructions. 
The kit instructions have 
you painting the main body 
only in step 11, then adding 
all these parts in later steps 
13,14 15,16. I simply don’t 
like painting small body parts 
separately, then gluing them 
all together later on. One 
word of advice if building 
this kit, do not cut out tem-

TAMIYA’s 1/24 Sports Car Series 
Mercedes-Benz CLK DTM 2000 Team Warsteiner    
No.239 (ITEM 24239)  MSRP About $ 36.00

By Jim Boulukos
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pory reinforcement part that 
connects the two front fend-
ers together until the front 
bumper and front wheel well 
inter- fenders are glued into 
place. I found out the hard 
way and had to buy another 
kit to replace the body that I 
broke.

No putty was required 
during the build. The part fit 
was outstanding. As in all 
other car builds, start with 
the body first and work on 
all the other items during 
the paint and decal drying 
time phases.  For painting I 
used Tamiya spray paint TS 
14 black on the body. After 
one week of paint drying the 
whole body was decaled. 
Then, after waiting another 
week for the decals to fully 
dry the complete body was 
clear coated using Tamiya 
spray paint TS 13 clear. 
Because the body has a lot 
of decals, I started with two 

light mist coats and waiting 
15 minutes between coats, 
then 3 wet coats, again with 
15 minutes between coats. 
After another week with the 
clear coat dry the body was 
compounded and waxed out 
to a nice shine. This is a race 
car, so a mirror finish isn’t 
required.

Three Car Modeling tips  
Heat up the spray cans in 

hot water before painting the 
model, which reduces the 
orange peel. 

I use the Tamiya car model 
stand for painting all my car 
models. Its better then the 
old coat hanger and tape.

Once the painting is done, 
the model goes into a 50 qt 
cooler to reduce dust.

The hood is removable 
allowing theV8 engine and 
push-rod front suspension to 
be seen. Only the top of the 
engine is included with the 

headers, since the air cleaner 
covers 85% of the engine. 
The whole engine area is just 
wall to wall carbon fiber and 
a little paint here and there.  
The interior has sturdy roll-
cage lining the cockpit and 
cooling ducts replicated. 

This was going to be an 
OOB kit, but having AMS, I 
added both the Scale Motor 
Sports Photo Etch and Car-
bon Decal sets. Adding what 
seem like a hundred little P.E. 
parts, then three full decal 
sheets of carbon decals cov-
ering the whole body frame, 
complete interior, engine area  
and finally the rear wing I was 
done. The kit seatbelt de-
cals weren’t used and I used 
Hobby Design P.E. seatbelt set 
which were excellent. These 
three items doubled the build 
time, but the results were well 
worth it. 

All sponsor markings have 
been recreated with decals 
and are excellent.  Micro set 
and sol both work well with 
the kit decals and the Scale 
Motor Sport Carbon Fiber 
(C.F.) decals.  A hairdryer on 
low setting was also used to 
melt the C. F. decals in place.  

I highly recommend this kit 
along with the Scale Mo-
torsports P.E set and their 
C.F.decals.  
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